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In that place the representative of the Commonwealth
of England, Scotland, and Ireland was kept for three
and a half hours, " until it pleased God, by the favour and
love of the three powerful men in the Porte, the Vizier, Jani-
zary Aga, and Keiah Bey, I was released/' The host
hurled after the parting guest the words : " You are no
longer Ambassador, nor the party you protect Consul! "

The Mufti had utilized those three and a half hours by
pulling all the wires he could lay hands on in the Palace
and the Porte to have Bendyshe committed to the " Black
Sea Castle, a place from whence few are released but by
death/' and he had made so sure of success that, in anti-
cipation of the event, he had sent letters to Smyrna, say-
ing that it was already done, and that the Consul (who
was then on his way to Constantinople " to lament
against the .Cadi") would be apprehended as soon as he
arrived and sent to join his chief in prison.

Such was the wickedness of this Mufti. "But it
pleased God to make his injustice and malice towards
me the means of his own ruin; for, once free, I so closely
pursued this dishonourable act done against me and con-
sequently to our Nation, that within three days after I
thus suffered he was turned out of his place and ban-
ished, and another, being my very great friend, immedi-
ately invested therein. True it is that for this act much
envy lieth on the Vizier, the General of the Janizaries,
and his Lieutenant-General, and the new Mufti, whom
the common people call ' Christians/ for this justice done
on a Christian's complaint. However, this act hath vin-
dicated not only all of my order and rank, but also the
rest of our Nation, who, I hope, in matter of affronts,
will hereafter be more cautiously dealt with/' 1

1 Sir Thomas Bendyshe to the Council of State, June 10, 1651.
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